
I T A L Y

20Khaleej Times Special Report November 00, 2013

I T A L Y

EstablishEd in 1972, the arab-
italian Chamber of Commerce is 
a non-profit organisation in 
which arab and italian parties 
have equal rights and duties and 

whose aim is to promote and enhance eco-
nomic and trade relations between the arab 
countries and italy.

in italy, the Chamber is the only body to 
be officially recognised by the arab league 
as well as by all its member countries. the 
General Union of arab Chambers and the 
Federations of the Chambers of Commerce 
of the arab countries are represented in the 
Chamber’s board of directors and these co-
operate on an institutional level with the 
Chamber.

the Chamber works in close collabora-
tion with the European Union and, in italy, 
with the Ministries of Foreign affairs and 
of Economy, the Confederation of italian 
industries (Confindustria) and the network 
of the italian Chambers of Commerce, 
among others.

several large italian companies both in 
the public and the private sector, as well as 
small- and medium-sized enterprises, 
banks, chambers of commerce and other 
institutions have joined the Chamber, which 
amounts to a total of over 6,000 ordinary 
and participating members.

in particular, the services offered to its 
arab members include commercial promo-
tion and operational assistance (selection of 
italian manufacturers, selection of qualified 
italian partners for joint-venture agree-
ments and of italian agents, organisation of 
business meetings in italy, circulation of 
business proposals, publication of the mem-
ber’s profile on the Chamber’s website), 
mediation, information and documentation 
(advice on laws, regulations and procedures 
in force in italy; advice on how to operate 
in the italian market; information on fairs 
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and  exhibitions taking place in italy; access 
to the Chamber database that lists over 
20,000 italian exporting companies search-
able by sector and product/service). the 
Chamber publishes a monthly magazine 
dedicated to economic and commercial up-
dates from the arab countries, as well as a 
weekly newsletter on business opportuni-

ties and tenders in the arab world, among 
a few other publications. it also organises 
specialised seminars and forums and facili-
tates participation in the EU and national/
trans-national projects. 

the relevance of exchange between italy 
and the arab world (as exemplified by the 
case of the UaE, to which italy exported over 
5.5 billion euros in 2012, an increase of 50 
per cent compared to 2010) has contributed 
to the increasing number of business mis-
sions of italian operators organised by the 
Chamber to the different arab Countries 
(four delegations of italian businessmen 
were organised in the last 12 months and in 
the previous year to abu dhabi, dubai and 
sharjah alone).

the Chamber has also long been promot-
ing the establishment of joint ventures be-
tween arab and italian partners and its 
services can be accessed by arab public 
agencies interested in the promotion of the 
arab export to italy, as well as of tourism 
and of investments. Regarding the creation 
of joint ventures, the Chamber has in par-
ticular developed a scheme of crossed par-
ticipations, aiming at tightening the rela-
tions between the partners of the two sides 
and at facilitating the access to the interna-
tional market. 
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